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480 BOOK REVIEWS. 

A Manual of Public International Law. By Thomas 
Alfred Walker, M.A., LL.B. Cambridge : The Uni- 
versity Press. New York : MacMillan & Co. 1895. 

" In the course of work as college lecturer in Cambridge/' 
says the author in his preface, " I have on many occasions 
been asked to recommend for the use of students commencing 
to read Public International Law some text book which, whilst 
excluding unnecessary detail and mere theoretic discussion, 
might well serve as a fairly comprehensive general introduc- 
tion to detailed study of the subject. No English treatise 
which has fallen into my hands fully satisfying the conditions 
which I should require in such a book, I have in this volume 
attempted to supply the need." 

Nevertheless Mr. Walker's manual will necessarily be 
brought into competition and considered in comparison with 
a work which has since its appearance been probably the most 
popular text book for the general study of International Law, 
namely, Mr. W. E. Hall's Treatise. True, Mr. Hall has 
devoted considerable space to the consideration of the theories 
upon which the rules governing civilized nations in their 
relations with each other rest, while Mr. Walker in the main 
contents himself with a description of these rules as they exist. 
Still, the theoretical discussion of the former is not of such 
depth and profundity, nor the condensed statements of the 
latter so limited as to render them separate and distinct 
classes of work. 

The reader, whether he be a student, begin oer or a mere 
searcher after information and instruction upon this subject, as 
fascinating as it is important to every well read citizen, will 
certainly find this volume well calculated to supply him with 
a broad, general view of the science of International Law, and 
hold his interest throughout. No matter in how condensed a 
form it may be treated, the study is of necessity largely his- 
torical, being closely connected with or growing out of inter- 
national events, many of which, whether in peace or war, have 
been the milestones in the progress of modern civilization. 
Incidentally, with each branch of his subject, Mr. Walker 
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gives us in a brief way the instances and cases which gave rise 
or have reference to the proposition of law applicable thereto. 
These propositions are stated concisely, and in heavy type 
precede the more general discussion. The side notes are 
unusually complete and furnish the ambitious reader with 
exhaustive references to the more elaborate works of other 
writers, to historical documents and to reported cases. Of 
the latter there is a full list accompanying the table of con- 
tents. It may be safely said that this work, accompanied by 
a good collection of cases, such as Cobbett's, cannot fail to 
accomplish its purpose. W. S. Ellis. 



The Road Rights and Liabilities of Wheelmen. By 
George B. Clementson of the Wisconsin Bar. Chicago: 
Callaghan & Co. 1895. 

Now that human beings have discarded their ancient classifi- 
cation by sexes and may be seriously said to consist of (1) 
those who do and (2) those who do not ride bicycles, it is 
eminently proper that the enthusiastic members of the wheel- 
ing fraternity (and sisterhood) should learn something as to 
their legal status and appreciate the fact that they have 
liabilities as well as rights. This good work has been under- 
taken by the author of this little book, who is, as far as we 
know, the pioneer of this branch of legal literature, and it 
cannot be denied that his efforts are deserving of great credit. 
Mr. Clementson has not permitted his confessed fondness for 
the "bike" to bias his sense of fairness or blind his legal 
acumen. He realizes that the numerous class for whose 
instruction his work is designed require restraint more than 
encouragement. He warns them not to disregard the rights 
of others unless they are prepared to have their own ignored .. 

When we consider the short time since bicycling has 
become the craze it now is, and how changed is the condition 
of things to the driver, rider, or pedestrian, with the swiftly 
moving machines gliding noislessly through the crowded 
thoroughfares of the city, or in battalions along such country 
roads as are sufficiently well paved for their use, it is not 



